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Welcome to A Better Way, issue 143. We have 
designed this issue to highlight the unveiling of a 
new venture here at the Circle—the Story Project. 
Led by Sue Pearson and Nancy Pickard, the Story 
Project is thoroughly outlined and described in 
Robert’s lead article. It is followed by interviews 
with Sue and Nancy and two sample stories.

I am particularly delighted and excited about this 
project. I see it as a vehicle for Course students to 
share their experiences of miracles, breakthroughs, 
insights, holy instants, healing, and much more. It 
will also be a place where we gain inspiration from 
the experiences of others and find confirmation of 
the truth of the Course. I hope you will familiarize 
yourself with this new and precious resource, and 
both contribute to its contents and receive its 
rewards and blessings. You can learn more about 
the Circle’s Story Project—and contribute your own 
stories—at circleofa.org/story-project. 

The Circle has recently completed our midyear 
launch of Course Companions. We are so pleased 
to welcome so many new members. You will 
find details and benefits of membership in this 
issue. I would also like to call your attention 
to the Q&A and Mailbox sections of this issue. 
These are sections where you, the reader, can 
directly communicate with the Circle and broader 
community. Please review these sections for details 
and submit comments, suggestions, or questions to 
me at janet@circleofa.org.

You will also want to review our calendar of events 
in this issue as well as podcasts that have been 
produced since our last issue. In addition, you will 
find details of our recently completed archiving 
project where you can find articles and blogs on 
the Circle’s website: circleofa.org. Thank you so 
much to our volunteers on this project Jacquie, 
Sandra, and Martha!

Finally, I would like to express my deep gratitude 
to this beautiful and loving community for your 
devotion to this path of light which Jesus has given 
us in A Course in Miracles. I feel confident that I 
speak for everyone in the Circle family when I say it 
is an honor and a joy to travel with you and join in 
love.

With love and blessings, 
Janet Chandler 
Project Manager 
Circle Certified Teacher

Editor’s Letter:  
It’s Story Time

The Story Project will be a place 

where we gain inspiration from 

the experiences of others and 

find confirmation of the truth of 

the Course.
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e at the Circle of 
Atonement are very pleased 
to announce our new Story 
Project, where we will be 
publishing real-life stories 

that exemplify Course principles.

As we all know, the Course is a 
very abstract document. It speaks 
of realities that are fundamentally 
different from what our eyes see, and 
it advocates principles that run directly 
counter to what our culture has taught 
us.

We need to hear stories, then, in which 
people actually experience those 
nonphysical realities and in which 
those principles are actually shown 
to work. We need stories in which the 
Course’s promises come true.

The Course itself tells us that it is 
through these sorts of experiences 
that we can know its teachings are 
true. It says, “If you do [this course], 
you will see that it works. Its results 
are more convincing than its words” 
(T-9.V.12:3-4). It admits that our normal 
experience makes it seem natural to 
believe we are all different and then 
says, “Therefore it is necessary that 
you have other experiences more in 
line with truth, to teach you what is 
natural and true” (T-22.IX.5:6).

Course students all over are having 
these “other experiences.” They are 
experiencing that giving and receiving 
are the same. They are having holy 
encounters. They are undergoing 
powerful inner shifts. They are having 
experiences of spiritual healing. They 

Announcing the Story Project

W
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are receiving guidance from the Holy 
Spirit. They are having moments of 
what the Course calls true vision. They 
are even having experiences of God. 

I find these stories to be both 
confirming and inspiring, and I know 
I’m not alone. Exactly as the Course 
says, they give us confidence that all 
of the Course’s otherworldly ideas and 
lofty promises are true, that the whole 
thing is true. How can this not inspire 
us to embrace these teachings and put 
them into action?

I have long felt this way, and we at 
the Circle have made small efforts in 
this direction over the years. We had a 
“Students’ Experiences” section on our 
old website, and we featured a number 
of such stories in our old Circle Course 
Community. 

But this year, a much more formal 
and sustained project fell naturally 
into place. The project is headed up 
by two gifted writers with successful 
careers behind them: Sue Pearson 
and Nancy Pickard. They themselves 
are a continual fount of such stories, 
ranging from the heartwarming to 
the genuinely otherworldly. And they 
are excited about opening up an 
avenue through which the stories of 
others can reach a receptive audience. 
Publishing these stories, of course, will 
often require editing and hand-holding 
along the way, something that their 
skills are well-suited to. While Sue and 
Nancy are mainly carrying the ball, 
Emily and I are closely involved, and all 
four of us have found the project to be 
a real joy.

We are looking forward to all the 
inspiration that readers will gain from 
these pieces. And we are also looking 
forward to what the contributors will 
gain. We are already experiencing 
cases in which people have held 
deeply sacred experiences close to 
their hearts for years, fearing that they 
will be a source of derision, and now 
those experiences can be brought out 
into the light where they can instead 
become a source of blessing. 

In the piece that follows, you can learn 
more about the project as Emily and 
I interview Sue and Nancy. We would 
both like to express our immense 
gratitude for their willingness to take 
on this massive project. And we would 
like to thank in advance all those of 
you who will contribute your personal 
and deeply meaningful experiences to 
this ongoing collection.

We need to hear stories, 
then, in which people 
actually experience those 
nonphysical realities and 
in which those principles 
are actually shown to work. 
We need stories in which 
the Course’s promises 
come true.

A BETTER WAY
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An Interview with Story Project 
Leaders Sue Pearson and 
Nancy Pickard 

Emily: Here we are! After all these 
months of working behind the scenes, 
what an honor it is to be rolling out 
the Circle’s new Story Project. Sue 
and Nancy, we cannot thank you 
enough for all your hard work in 
bringing this to life. Tell us, what in 
your own story brought you to a place 
of wanting to lead a project like this?

Sue: I read a piece by Robert that 
invited readers to send stories of 
spiritual transformation on the Circle of 
Atonement website. I didn’t know the 
article was a repost from 12 years ago. I 

thought it was a current call for stories. 
I have written quite a few stories of my 
own spiritual evolution and decided 
to send Emily two of them. One was 
about a shared death experience I had 
more than twenty years ago, and the 
other was about reconnecting with 
my childhood best friend and love of 
my life after almost six decades. I told 
Emily I would be happy to volunteer 
and help put together a story project 
for the Circle of Atonement website, 
inviting everyone to share their own 
experiences of Course principles at 
work in their lives.

Sue Pearson is an Emmy-winning 
former documentary filmmaker and 

editor of the Circle Story Project.

Nancy Pickard is a critically-acclaimed 
author of eighteen novels and 

co-editor of the Circle’s Story Project. 

by Robert Perry 
and Emily 
Bennington
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Emily: Lucky for us! I remember 
getting your email and reading the 
story of your shared death experience 
first. I was quite moved not only 
by the experience itself, but by the 
beautiful way you expressed it. And 
then when I read how you and Bill 
found each other again after so many 
years apart, I knew I wanted to meet 
you. Even though you offered to begin 
a story project, I wasn’t thinking in 
those terms yet. If I’m being perfectly 
honest, I wanted to hear more about 
Bill! I just love your love story. But 
then afterward, Robert and I received 
guidance about sharing your stories 
with the Circle community and about 
taking you up on your offer to help 
with a story project for the website. 

Robert: At this point, I immediately 
thought of inviting Nancy Pickard 
on board. In 2010 I had a remarkable 
coincidence involving her when I 
stumbled upon Nancy’s website and 
read about a synchronistic experience 
she’d had. Then, moments afterward, 
I came across a document in my 
personal files titled “Nancy Pickard’s 
story.” How weird! Could it be the 
same person? I opened the document 
and read three transformative, 
paranormally-tinged stories by a 
woman who was clearly the same 
Nancy Pickard. Nancy had sent me 
these stories four years earlier, in 2006, 
offering to let the Circle publish them. 
This striking coincidence told me that 
we should indeed publish stories like 
these by Nancy, though nothing came 
of it at the time. I’m sure it was quite a 
surprise to Nancy when, in February, 
fourteen years after she sent me those 
first three stories, I reached out to her 
with an invitation to join us on this 
project. But she instantly said yes!

Nancy: Robert, it didn’t surprise me 
at all, because I had totally forgotten 
about sending you those stories, lol. I 
mean, come on, 14 years! Thank God 

you keep good files. But here’s what 
did surprise me: Shortly before you 
contacted me about the Story Project, 
I had been imagining a place online 
where people could share stories of 
spiritual turning points in their lives. 
And then, voila! Out of the (seeming) 
blue, you emailed to see if I’d be 
interested in doing exactly that, with 
a connection to Course teaching. I 
jumped at this chance, and I’m grateful 
for it.

Robert: What aspects of this 
project are the most exciting, fun, 
or rewarding? What are you most 
looking forward to?

Nancy: I’m most excited about 
the possibility that publishing our 
first batch of stories will elicit an 
outpouring of true accounts from 
other people, many of whom may 
have never told anyone about their 
life-changing moments. It will feel so 
rewarding to provide a safe space for 
them to say, “This happened to me.”

I’m most excited about the possibility 

that publishing our first batch of stories 

will elicit an outpouring of true accounts 

from other people, many of whom may 

have never told anyone about their 

life-changing moments. It will feel so 

rewarding to provide a safe space for 

them to say, “This happened to me.”

Nancy Pickard, Circle Story Project Co-Editor
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Sue: I love telling true stories that uplift 
people. My own spiritual journey led 
me to A Course in Miracles about nine 
years ago. I finally feel I am among 
like-minded people who, perhaps 
with encouragement from Nancy and 
me, will feel safe to share their own 
experiences and bring us closer to an 
understanding of who we really are, 
children of God.

Nancy: And those people who share 
their stories may get to feel the same 
surprise and pleasure you and I have 
experienced, Sue, in seeing our stories 
open up to us in new ways, as if we’re 
still just now beginning to understand 
them more fully. I know I have seen 
depths and meanings in mine that I 
never saw before. Plus, I think there’s 
a power in going public, even if 
anonymously, with these stories of 
amazing things that have happened to 
us and are still happening. 

Of course, the truth is that we find, 
in the end, that such stories are not 
amazing; they are normal, and much 
more “ordinary” than most of us 
realize. The people who contribute 
stories will get to generously help 
other people by showing these aren’t 
weird, spooky, unbelievable, anomalous 
experiences. They are much more 
common than our culture leads us to 
believe. Because people are shy about 
talking about these experiences, many 
people don’t even know they happen, 
much less that they happen every day 
to many people the world over. 

Somewhere in the world right now, 
somebody is having a near-death 
experience. Somebody is seeing 
angels. Somebody is experiencing 
a miraculous healing. Somebody is 
having a wondrous vision. Somebody’s 
heart is dissolving into love that was 
not thought possible. Peace is settling 
over someone, kindness is appearing 
where least expected, divine wisdom is 
being transmitted and shared. Grace is 

descending. And many of those same 
people won’t even be able to admit 
to themselves that it happened—
because we’re told that such things are 
impossible. 

But they’re not impossible, and the 
Story Project will make that point 
with every story. With every true story 
the Story Project presents, these 
wonderful experiences could crack 
resistance to what is possible; they 
have the potential to open minds, open 
eyes, open lives, and change lives from 
misery and fear to joy and confidence. 
And that’s just for the writers! The 
writers may then have the delightful 
experience of changing other people’s 
lives by influencing and encouraging 
them in beneficial ways. The whole 
project could become a chain, like the 
chain of Atonement, lengthening and 
strengthening with every new story.

Emily: Yes! I love how you phrased that. 
So many of us have stories we’ve never 
shared because we imagine others 
can’t relate. And yet, once we do share 
them, we realize how common these 
experiences are. Just last night, Robert 
and I were watching a documentary 
where two brothers had a paranormal 
experience but didn’t tell their mother 
until decades later. Turns out, she had 
the exact same experience on the 
exact same day and didn’t tell them 
either! Imagine that. For virtually fifty 
years, the whole family sat with this 
secret because they were afraid of 
being judged by the other. We’ve seen 
the same thing here in the Course 
community. If you take a concept like 
the Course’s definition of vision and 
share it with a group, what you quickly 
realize is that most everyone has 
experienced some form of what the 
Course is talking about. What’s exciting 
for me about working on this project 
is that, as you were saying, Nancy, we 
have an opportunity to normalize these 
experiences so students can see that 
what the Course teaches is true.

A BETTER WAY
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Robert: What effect are you hoping 
these stories will have on readers?

Sue: As Emily just mentioned, I hope 
the readers of these stories will grow in 
faith that the principles Jesus teaches 
in A Course in Miracles are the truth. 
And that our awareness of truth brings 
us a more loving experience in this 
earth realm and a comfort that God’s 
truth in Heaven brings us everything 
we have ever really wanted.

Nancy: I believe a lot of people need 
these stories. I believe they will bring 
courage, hope, and joy to the readers 
and writers. I look forward to feeling 
grateful for them.

Emily: Aww. That’s a very sweet idea. 
I look forward to being grateful for 
them too. How do you hope these 
stories will shape people’s perception 
of the Course?

Sue: Our stories in this project will 
certainly evoke feelings, and may 
deepen faith as readers’ take in striking 
messages on dispelling fear, increasing 
compassion, meeting fear as a call 
for love, providing confidence divine 
guidance can be achieved, a belief 
that healing is within reach, compelling 
examples that forgiveness is the bridge 
to Atonement and, importantly, that we 
all have the capacity to communicate 
with God and the Holy Spirit.

Nancy: I hope the stories will make 
the Course come alive in everyday and 
extraordinary ways, and that, as we’ve 
been saying, the truth of the Course 
will shine through every story.

Robert: I’ll chime in here, because this 
one is close to my heart. I’m hoping 
that these stories will help people see 
the Course in a new way. It’s easy to 
fall into seeing the Course as just about 
flipping a mental switch from fear to 
love, but there is something very flat 
and one-dimensional about that. 

Emily: Right. Sometimes we can 
oversimplify this path by thinking it’s 
“just about” fear to love or “just about” 
forgiveness, etc. I’ve done that myself 
so I understand the temptation but, of 
course, there’s so much more going 
on here. The Course offers an amazing 
array of teachings and concepts that 
many students have experienced, but 
didn’t know was part of the Course 
until someone else pointed it out. 
My hope is that, as these stories are 
shared, students will not only see 
themselves in them, but they will also 
come to appreciate the depth and 
relevance of the Course itself. 

Robert: Yes, and what I am particularly 
looking forward to is people getting 
the message that the Course offers a 
remarkable tapestry of experiences. 
The lived reality of the Course is meant 
to be a lush garden of experiences that 
come in many varieties. I hope that 
readers will begin to get a sense of 
that vibrant garden.

Emily: Agreed. Sue and Nancy, as we 
close here, I’m curious about your 
personal goals for the future of the 
Story Project. Where are you hoping 
this will go?

Sue: I would like for our Story Project to 
become a book that people can hold in 
their hands or keep close as an ebook. 
This would be an anthology of our 
most evocative stories collected over 
the course of a year or two. Is it too 
bold a dream that this book becomes a 
bestseller, not for any personal aims of 
mine, but to bring as many people as 
possible to the power of love?

Nancy: I hope we’ll get so many true 
story submissions that we can hardly 
keep up with reading all of them!

A BETTER WAY
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Emily: Be careful what you wish for, 
Nancy! Along that line, what would 
you say to people who are wondering 
about contributing a story of theirs?

Nancy: I’d say: Write it. Submit it. If 
you’re not sure it’s right for the Project, 
shoot us an email that tells us the 
basics of your story, and either Sue 
or I will write back to let you know if 
it seems as if it might fit within the 
collection. If you feel unsure about 
your writing skills, let us help. We’ll be 
kind, and we’ll admire the heck out of 
you for doing this! Be bold. Be brave. 
You’re doing a good thing that can 
benefit other people. You’ll be sending 
your precious story into loving hands. 
Don’t forget to ask the Holy Spirit for 
help. We’ll be doing that, too, with 
every story we receive. And don’t 
forget, you can do this anonymously. 
We need to know who you are, but 
nobody else does. If you want to use 
your name, that’s great. Sue is using 
her real name on her stories; I’m not 
using my real name on all of mine.

Sue: You don’t have to be a student 
of A Course in Miracles to submit a 
compelling story. I was not an ACIM 
student when I had my shared death 
experience. But when I discovered 
the Course, the things I learned in my 
extraordinary vision lined up perfectly 
with the teachings I studied in the 
book. Truth is true, no way of getting 
around this concept. We welcome 
anyone with a great story to tell to 
visit our submission guidelines, take 
a look at our sample stories and the 
categories we are suggesting, and 
then write your story. You don’t have 
to be a professional writer. Nancy and I 
have plenty of experience editing, and 
we will make your story shine without 
altering your voice. The door is open. 
Please accept our invitation to join us 
in the Story Project.

When I discovered the 
Course, the things I learned 
in my extraordinary vision 

lined up perfectly with 
the teachings I studied in 

the book. Truth is true, 
no way of getting around 

this concept.

Sue Pearson, Circle Story Project Editor
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The first rule in “Rules for Decision” in A Course in 
Miracles (ACIM) is “Today I will make no decisions by 
myself” (T-30.I.3:2). This section invites us to ask the 
Holy Spirit for guidance in everything we undertake.

I have trusted God with the big issues in my life—
questions like “What would love look like?” and 
being led to my childhood best friend, Bill, to join in 
a holy relationship. That was a big deal. And I knew 
that reconnection was divinely guided. But what 
of the little things that come along in life? Why 
bother asking for guidance on trivial things? Things 
like which grocery store to go to for cookie-baking 
ingredients.

The week before Christmas, I made arrangements 
to get my 11-year-old twin grandchildren over to my 
house to bake Christmas cookies. Molly and Megan 
are so busy with activities and school that I don’t 
get to see them as often as I would like, so I was 
especially excited to have them come for the day 
during their Christmas break. The day before our 
bake-a-thon, I decided to go to the grocery store 
to get all the fun stuff to put on top of the cookies: 
icing, sprinkles, chocolate chips, and whatever 
other fun things I could find for decorating our 
creations. In the car on the way to the store, I 
thought, Which Safeway grocery should I go to—
the one in Cameron Park about 15 minutes away or 
the one near Placerville, also 15 minutes away?

The Trivial and 
the Traumatic 

By Sue Pearson
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At that moment, I realized I was trying to make 
a decision by myself. Perhaps I could use this 
situation to test the Course’s direction to always 
ask for divine guidance even for the small things. In 
Cameo 6 of the CE edition of ACIM titled “Letting 
Him Take Charge of Minutiae,” Jesus tells Helen 
Schucman (the person who “scribed” A Course 
in Miracles) that if she would turn over the trivial 
things to him, he would save her time so she could 
give miracles.

So now, in my car headed to one of two grocery 
stores, I changed my mind.

Okay, Jesus, I thought. I won’t make this decision by 
myself. Forget Safeway. I don’t know where to go. 
Where would you have me go?

Go to Save Mart.

This is the message that came through almost 
immediately.

What?! I never go to Save Mart. The few times I’d 
been there in the past, I was not impressed with 

either quality or inventory. If this was heavenly 
guidance, it certainly had the element of the 
unexpected that I had come to view as a marker 
for the divine. I really didn’t think Save Mart would 
have the variety of cookie-baking goodies I wanted. 
I reminded myself that this was a test of the 
decision-making principles in ACIM. I had asked for 
help in this bit of minutiae. Had I been answered?

Okay, I’ll go to Save Mart, but I may have to go to 
another store after that to get all the things I want 
for our baking extravaganza.

I pulled into the parking lot of Save Mart, curious 
what I would find inside. I checked the signs above 
the aisles to find baking supplies and made my way 
past the flour and sugar to the baking chips. I found 
just the right brand of chocolate chips and placed 
them in my basket, then saw butterscotch bits and 
put them in too. My eyes gazed further down the 
aisle, and to my amazement the cookie-making 
goodies just went on and on to the end of the entire 
row. Reese’s Pieces, peppermint chips, Heath Bar 
chips, sprinkles of every color, white sugar stars, 
cookies and cream pieces, and more and more…

I could hardly believe my eyes. No grocery store I had 
ever been to had devoted an entire aisle to cookie-
making goodies. As I surveyed the amazing array of 
ingredients and sugary extras, I began to laugh.

Go to Save Mart.

Thank you, Jesus. Your guidance was perfect. You 
saved me time so I could spend more of it with my 
precious grandchildren.

We made more than 100 cookies, but more 
importantly, we made wonderful memories that will 
warm our hearts for many years to come.

Just days after this little bit of fun, something far 
more serious grabbed my attention. My beloved 
13-year-old yellow Lab became sick. Mac had been 
his sweet, loving, happy, healthy self until now. 
He couldn’t keep his food down. He was drinking 
an excessive amount of water and had to pee 
constantly. I took him to the vet who ran some 
tests. “He’s got diabetes and probably some other 
things going on. We’ll start him on a regimen of 
insulin injections and see how it goes,” the vet said.

At that moment, I 
realized I was trying 
to make a decision by 
myself. Perhaps I could 
use this situation to test 
the Course’s direction 
to always ask for divine 
guidance even for the 
small things.
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I gave Mac insulin shots for several days but did not 
see an improvement in his condition. The vet had 
cautioned me not to give the shot unless Mac had 
eaten, because that could precipitate a real crisis. 
Three days into his treatment, he stopped eating 
completely. I called the vet. “What do we do now?”

“You could take him for a more comprehensive 
test to see what else is going on with Mac. An MRI 
would give us a lot more information. There are two 
clinics in your area that offer this procedure, but it 
is expensive,” the vet cautioned.

“I don’t care about the money,” I said. “I just want to 
see what can be done to help Mac.”

I called both clinics. The first one said MRIs were 
done without appointments. There might be a long 
wait time. And the cost was $900.

At the second clinic, appointments were taken, and 
the cost was $600.

My husband, Bill, was driving as we headed home 
from a brief errand that morning. I told him I 
thought I should ask for divine guidance. He 
agreed. My question was: Which of the two clinics 
should I take Mac to for this MRI? Then I thought, 
isn’t this just what you learned a few days ago with 
the grocery store dilemma? Wasn’t asking which of 
two clinics I should go to the same as asking which 
of two Safeways I should go to?

In “Rules for Decision,” that section I mentioned 
in A Course in Miracles, Jesus cautions us, “This is 
your major problem now. You still make up your 
mind and then decide to ask what you should do” 
(T-30.I.4:1-2).

Now I was again putting limits on the answer. Which 
clinic should I take Mac to…this one or that one? But 
I wanted very badly to do something. Was I ready 
for the answer if I let the question be more open-
ended? I want to let go and let God, but do I really 
have the courage to release my own judgments and 
trust the guidance of the Holy Spirit?

“I am going to do it,” I told my husband. “I am going 
to turn this matter over to Jesus.”

I took a big, deep breath. “Jesus, what should I do 
about Mac?”

My guidance came through instantly: Don’t do 
anything. Don’t go anywhere.

This was what I was afraid of. I knew that to not do 
anything meant Mac would die.

When we arrived home, I could see that Mac’s 
condition had worsened. Not only had he stopped 
eating, even when we tried every yummy trick we 
could think of to get him to eat something, now 
he stopped drinking water, and his back legs were 
failing him. In a panic, I called our vet again. What 
she told me made me so sad, but I knew it was the 
truth. She told me that even If I took him for an MRI, 
we would only put a name to these things that had 
gone terribly wrong. If we opted to try emergency 
measures to stabilize him, we would inevitably face 
this same crisis again in a matter of weeks. “It might 
be time to let Mac go,” she said.

It was time. God knew it. The vet knew it. And now, 
with tears streaming down my face, I knew it.

We called a mobile vet service to come out and 
euthanize Mac at our home. The vet was so gentle 
with him and so compassionate towards us all. 
Dear, sweet Mac put his head in my lap as I stroked 
him and told him how much we loved him, how 
much we had been honored by his presence in 
our lives. The sun was shining on the deck, and it 
was warm, and Mac was wrapped in a soft blanket 
on his bed. He left this realm ever so quietly. I am 
grateful for the peace he experienced. I hadn’t 
rushed him to this clinic or that clinic. He hadn’t 
been frightened by being in a strange place and 
having people he didn’t know poke him and prod 
him. He was home with the people who loved him 
for 13 years.

Following divine guidance isn’t always easy but I 
know God’s plan is always better than mine.

My guidance came 
through instantly: Don’t Don’t 

do anything. Don’t go do anything. Don’t go 
anywhere.anywhere.
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I was 46 when I had this experience 
that I call a vision.

I know what it was not—not a dream, 
and not a hallucination. I had not 
taken an intoxicant—no liquor or beer, 
or moonshine, nor any drug, legal or 
illegal. No paint fumes. No nitrous 
oxide. No boiled leaves from a jungle 
plant.

I was sober, but drunk on misery.

The night before the morning it 
happened, I went to bed and gave up.

by Julia TaylorI knew I wasn’t going to kill myself, and 
the reason I knew was because that 
I’d been close to suicide twice before, 
had considered it, and I knew what 
that danger felt like. This wasn’t that. 
I decided that my body would stay 
alive, but I was dead inside. I would 
trudge on through the years and quit 
looking for happiness. I didn’t have it in 
me to try anymore. And, anyway, there 
wasn’t any lasting happiness to be 
found, at least not for me. Writing this 
now, many years after the event, I have 
to smile because I sound so much like 

The Vision That 
Changed My Life
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It had been a hard year and 
felt like a hard life, although 
it probably didn’t look hard 
from the outside. I had tried 

over and over again to accept 
“what was” and to be content 

with what I had. I had explored 
spiritually for almost twenty 

years and had found bursts of 
joy and inspiration there, but 

nothing good had lasted. 

poor, pitiful Pearl tied to the railroad 
tracks, with one arm thrown up against 
her forehead in despair. I didn’t know 
how close I was to being rescued.

The despair felt real that night. I 
couldn’t take it anymore.

It had been a hard year and felt like a 
hard life, although it probably didn’t 
look hard from the outside. I had tried 
over and over again to accept “what 
was” and to be content with what 
I had. I had explored spiritually for 
almost twenty years and had found 
bursts of joy and inspiration there, 
but nothing good had lasted. Not love 
or success, not money, not marriage. 
Nothing was worth any more effort 
if this drudgery was never going to 
change.

I was tired, and so I gave up.

I went to sleep.

In the morning, I woke up as I always 
do, with my eyes still closed.

Behind my eyelids, I found myself 
alone in the middle of vast empty 
space in a universe of golden liquid 
light. (It wasn’t really liquid, but that’s 
the best word I’ve ever come up with 
to describe it. It was, as they say, 
beyond description.)

In the distance was Earth—round, blue, 
with life going on as usual, including all 
of the awful parts and the better parts.

As I looked at it, I was given to 
understand four things:

1. Everything on Earth is as it is 
supposed to be.

2. We are all loved equally.

3. We are already forgiven.

4. In Heaven, there is no need for 
forgiveness. God does not forgive, 
because there is nothing to forgive.

I opened my eyes and knew I was 
forever changed.

I felt—not bliss, not ecstasy, but deep 
peace and happiness(!), plus intense 
gratitude and relief.

Perhaps similar to a near-death 
experience, my waking, eyes-closed 
vision felt far more real than anything 
else I have ever done, seen, heard, 
smelled, tasted, felt, imagined, or 
dreamed. I consider it the most 
important experience of my life, the 
golden dividing line between real and 
unreal, true and false, then and now. 
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Later on, when I first encountered 
Lesson 75 in the Workbook of A 
Course in Miracles, I deeply understood 
these words:

Today we celebrate the happy ending 
to your long dream of disaster...The 
light has come. (W–75.2:1,3)

That light still glows reassuringly for 
me whenever I recall that universe of 
light and love.

Perhaps similar to a near-death 
experience, my waking, eyes-

closed vision felt far more real 
than anything else I have ever 

done, seen, heard, smelled, 
tasted, felt, imagined, or dreamed.
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1,191 articles and blogs on  
circleofa.org – and counting!

One of the most important Circle projects over the 
past two years is complete at last. Thanks to the 
remarkable efforts of Jacqueline Ramsey, Sandra 
Rockafort, and Martha Fitzgerald, we now have 
788 articles and 403 blog posts uploaded to the 
Circle’s website.

This project began in 2018 with our website 
redesign. As part of that process, we were required 
to build the Circle’s site entirely from scratch. This 
meant, first, pulling down all of the existing articles 
and blogs from the old site and, second, uploading 
them—one by one—into the new site. Given that our 
online library dates back to the Circle’s founding in 
1993, we knew this was not going to be a small job. 

Look Upon the Light:  
A Celebration of Good News

“Where darkness was I look upon the light.”
(Workbook Lesson-302)

Our online library serves as a comprehensive source for the intensive 
study of A Course in Miracles. Visit circleofa.org/library to explore 

hundreds of articles on a wide variety of Course-related topics.
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In this free webinar you will: 

• Discover a series of new and important teachings 
that have been edited out of previous versions of the 
Course.

• View hidden gems from the pages of Helen 
Schucman’s handwritten notes.

• Learn how A Course in Miracles was originally 
edited and what’s different about the Complete and 
Annotated Edition (CE)

circleofa.org/notes

WATCH NOW

New teachings from the 
Complete and Annotated 

Edition

FREE 
WEBINAR
UNCOVERING HIDDEN TREASURES  
IN A COURSE IN MIRACLES

and Annotated Edition of the Course, although we 
have since suspended this piece to focus on other 
priorities. 

The article archiving project began in July 2019 
and was completed in July 2020. Because of 
our dedicated volunteers, the Circle now has an 
inventory and a backup of every article and blog 
we’ve produced over nearly 30 years. Needless to 
say, the importance of this project to the Circle’s 
legacy cannot be overstated and we are very 
grateful to all involved. 

Our sincerest thank you to Jacquie, Sandra, and 
Martha for their hard work and loving cooperation. 
No words will ever be enough to fully express our 
appreciation for helping us preserve this important 
work for current and future Course students.

To get started, we hired a temporary staffer to cut 
and paste the entire library into a Google doc—and 
the result was more than 3,000 pages! Just as we 
were scratching our heads wondering how we were 
going to get all of that content onto the new site, a 
new volunteer, Jacqueline Ramsey, reached out and 
offered to help. 

Jacquie generously agreed to take on the archiving 
project, and before long she was joined by another 
volunteer, Sandra Rockafort. Together, Jacquie 
and Sandra created a spreadsheet inventory of 
each article and blog by category, saved a backup, 
uploaded a copy to the Circle’s new website, and 
added keywords for search engine optimization. 
The result to date is 1,191 library and blog posts on 
our website circleofa.org. With the very kind help 
of Martha Fitzgerald, we also began the process of 
referencing quotes in the articles to our Complete 
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What is Course Companions? 

If you would like to begin or recommit to a 
Course practice, we would love to support 
your journey in our Course Companions online 
learning community. As a member of Course 
Companions, you will receive:

• Text, Workbook, and/or Manual commentaries 
written by Robert Perry delivered to your 
inbox each morning by 5:30am local time. 

• A reading plan that will walk you through the 
Text in one year, reading just 2-3 pages per 
day. 

• Access to a beautiful membership site where 
all of your commentaries, class recordings, 
and handouts are stored in one place for 
easy reference. 

• Weekly Workbook and Text classes led by 
Robert Perry and Emily Bennington, offered 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays respectively at 
11am Eastern.

• A private Facebook group where you can 
interact with fellow Course Companions in a 
loving and safe space. 

• Sunday Gatherings where we join together 
for a time of Course-based practice, prayer, 
meditation and discussion. Gatherings are 
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each 
month from 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Eastern.

To become a member of Course Companions, 
please visit CourseCompanions.com.

Please note that no one is turned away from 
Course Companions for an inability to pay. For 
information on partial or full scholarships, email 
support@coursecompanions.com.

New Course Companions Weekday 
Schedule Announced 

From March to June, Robert and Emily hosted 
63 free weekday Text Gatherings, open to all, 
primarily as a service to Course students during 
the coronavirus pandemic. The vibrant sense of 
community that has grown from these gatherings 
is something we have been wanting to see at 
the Circle for years. Accordingly, when the free 
gatherings came to a close, we decided to preserve 
the idea of weekday offerings so as to allow the 
emerging community to continue. 

Here is the new weekly schedule for Course 
Companions members. 

Sunday Gatherings 
2nd & 4th Sundays of each month 
11a.m. – 12p.m. Eastern 

We began Sunday Gatherings as a way to connect 
that is more like “Course church” than class and 
these have proven to be among the most popular 
events in Course Companions. A typical gathering 
consists of opening prayer, an inspiring message, 
meditation, a reading of Helen Schucman’s poems, 
and we are often joined by the lovely Neda Boin, 
who has devoted her considerable vocal talents to 
writing and performing songs based on A Course in 
Miracles.

Monday: Prayer Ministry 
11a.m. – 11:30a.m. 
(Open to non-members) 

We are thrilled to be restarting the Circle’s Prayer 
Ministry under the leadership of Dennis and Janet 
Chandler. Monday Prayer Meetings are open 

Course Companions News
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to anyone—including non-Course Companions 
members—and includes a quiet, sacred experience 
of praying for others based on guidance about how 
to pray gleaned from the Course and other material 
received by Helen Schucman.

Tuesday: Workbook Class 
11a.m. – 12p.m. Eastern 

Every Tuesday, Robert Perry leads a one-hour 
Workbook class focused on a particular lesson or 
practice theme.

Wednesday: Text Class 
11a.m. – 12p.m. Eastern 

Every Wednesday, Robert and Emily lead a Text 
class focused on an individual section or a theme 
that spans several sections.

Thursday: Walking the Path  
with Mary Anne Buchowski 
11a.m. – 11:45a.m.

On Thursdays, longtime Circle teacher Mary 
Anne Buchowski leads experiential, practice-
oriented gatherings. These are designed to help 
you experience more deeply the powerful healing 
effects of the Course in daily life and feature 
discussion, exercises, visualizations, and meditation.

Friday: The Song of Prayer 
11a.m. – 12p.m. Eastern 

The Song of Prayer is beloved by Course students, 
and for good reason. This brief supplement was 
scribed by Helen Schucman in the fall of 1977 
and it outlines the Course’s approach to prayer, 
forgiveness, and healing. Every Friday through 
October, Robert and Emily will host an hour-long 
class based on Chapter 1 in The Song of Prayer 
and what the Course teaches about prayer more 
broadly. 

We hope this programming will not only enhance 
your Course practice, but will also continue the 
sense of community so many of us have found 
valuable in these times.

Course Companions allows you to begin at any time of year and at any 
location in the Text, Workbook, or Manual for Teachers. 

Course Companions Welcomes 72 
New Members 

In June we held our annual midyear launch 
of Course Companions, the Circle’s online 
membership program for students of A Course 
in Miracles. It was a great success and we are 
happy to announce that we have welcomed 72 
new members. This brings our total number 
of students in the program to 810 and, of this 
number, 204 are on partial or full scholarship.

While many students choose to start (or restart) 
their Course practice on January 1st, the vast 
majority of Course Companions aren’t on the 
calendar year track. Since Course Companions 
allows you to begin at any time of year and at 
any location in the Text, Workbook, or Manual 
for Teachers, students have the freedom to join 
when they want and begin wherever they want 
in the book. 

If you are interested in joining Course 
Companions, midyear is a great time to 
reevaluate and recommit to longstanding 
spiritual aspirations. We invite you to learn 
more—and join our growing Companion 
community—at coursecompanions.com.
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Q & A
With Robert Perry

Such experiences can be deeply 
frustrating. Yet what in us is frustrated? 
Isn’t it exactly what you say—the ego? 
Our ego is what can’t stand being seen 
in a wrong light. Hopefully, we can 
rise above the concerns of our ego 
and realize that the real picture is so 
much bigger. In that bigger picture, 
the truth in us is unconcerned with 
people getting our image just right. 
As Jesus told Bill about his parents’ 
misperceptions of him: “You are not 

an image” (T-3.VIII.11:5). And because 
we are not an image, we have room to 
be more concerned about the other 
person. In the bigger picture of who 
they are, their misperception of us is 
just a tiny footnote. How much does it 
really matter?

Forgiveness, by its very nature, 
assumes that the other person is not 
seeing us correctly. Something has 
gone wrong on their end—that’s a 

Lisa H.
Someone in my life made an accusation about me that 

isn’t true, and my ego can’t let go of what they think of 

me. Any recommendations on how to heal?

What is Q & A?

Our Q&A section provides a 
place for questions about the 
Course. Is there a particular 
part of the Text which you find 
confusing? Are you looking for 
clarity on certain aspects of the 
Course’s thought system? Are 
you seeking more clarification 
on Course-based practice and 
application? Please send your 
questions to janet@circleofa.org 
and Robert will answer them 
here as space allows. Note: If 
your question is printed, we 
will list your first name and last 
initial unless you specifically 
request otherwise. 

A BETTER WAY

21

mailto:janet%40circleofa.org?subject=


And everything I give I give myself. 
[Realize that by giving forgiveness 
to this person you are giving 
it to yourself. So feel yourself 
receiving it.]

It helps, though, in practicing this 
to remember that you are so much 
more than an image that can be seen 
incorrectly, and they are so much more 
than the image they hold of you.

As you can see in my answer to the 
previous question, the Course does 
say this. But what it means is that 
by forgiving others, as a true gift to 
them, as a healing of their burdened 

conscience, we ourselves accept that 
we are forgiven. We don’t just give the 
gift to ourselves. We give it as a way to 
realize we already have it.

Maya B.
What would Jesus say about the statement that “all 

forgiveness is really SELF-forgiveness”?

given. Forgiveness, then, is made for 
a case like yours, and in such cases, 
we need to practice it every day. My 
favorite forgiveness practice these 
days is this one based on Lesson 297:

Forgiveness is the only gift I give 
to [name]. [Have a sense of giving 
forgiveness to this person.]

Because it is the only gift I want 
from [name]. [Get in touch with 
how much you want forgiveness 
from this person.]

Forgiveness, by its very 
nature, assumes that the 
other person is not seeing 
us correctly.
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Hopefully not. The Course wants us to 
have a sense of the untold glory of our 
final goal, and if we have that, it will 
pull us forward. The irresistible nature 
of the goal will make us walk faster in 
anticipation and hope. While we walk 
forward, though, I think we need to 
hold onto both poles at once. 

In the Manual, Jesus says, “If the way 
seems long, let him be content. He has 
decided on the direction he wants to 
take” (M-22.2:6-7). 

At the same time, the Workbook 
consistently asks us to have the very 
attitude you mention, of trying to 
make this day the one in which we 
finally get it. My favorite example of 
that is Lesson 340: “I can be free of 
suffering today.” The prayer for that 
lesson makes clear that we are meant 
to take the lesson seriously—to really 
believe that we can be free of suffering 
today. In that prayer, we go so far as to 
confidently affirm that we were “born 
into this world but to achieve this day.”

If we put all this together, the Course is 
asking us to walk forward in the most 
positive way possible. In this way, even 
though the road is long, the endless 
allure of our goal pulls us forward 
and quickens our footsteps. We get 
up today and aim for the pinnacle, 
believing in our hearts that we can 
be free of suffering this very day. And 
then tomorrow we get up and do it 
again.

Maya B.
Does knowing that eventually (maybe eons away) we 

will “go home” to Heaven potentially make us lazier, 

less diligent, half-hearted students now than if we take 

the attitude to try for Heaven with each meditation time 

spent with Jesus, our Father, and the Holy Spirit?

The Course wants us to 
have a sense of the untold 
glory of our final goal, and 
if we have that, it will pull 
us forward. The irresistible 
nature of the goal will 
make us walk faster in 
anticipation and hope.
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The Course to my knowledge never 
directly addresses this. The overall 
sense you get is that God deals in the 
realm of the real. He is, as the Course 
says, “the infinite Creator of infinity” 
(W-72.13:4). When He creates, He does 
not create physical worlds. He creates 
formless spirit in a Kingdom that 
makes this universe look like a speck 
of dust. In this Kingdom, a number 
of His Sons fell asleep and began 
dreaming a strange dream. They had 
descended, in other words, into the 
unreal, the imaginary. Because God 
deals only in the real, the Course in 
many ways says that He cannot truly 
understand our strange dream. He 
doesn’t know form (T-30.III.4:5), limits 
(T-30.IX.3:7), differences (T-13.X.8:7), 
or even perception itself (W-193.2:4). 
He therefore created an extension of 
Himself—the Holy Spirit—that could 
understand and deal with all these 
things, while still retaining the full 
knowledge of God and reality. The 
Holy Spirit, then, could be the bridge 
between the real and the illusory.

I’ve often answered your question in 
my own mind by imagining the Course 
without the Holy Spirit—with God 
Himself performing all the functions 
of the Holy Spirit. As soon as I try to 
imagine that, it is clear to me that the 
whole Course would feel very different. 
You would get the sense that there 
were two realms that were real: Heaven 
and this world. Reality would seem like a 
two-story building, with God constantly 
going up and down the stairs, dealing 
with issues on both floors. And that, of 
course, is not the impression the Course 
is trying to give us. It wants us to see 
reality as an endless expanse of pure 
spirit and pure light, and see this world 
as merely the fragment of a dream that 
briefly passed through some of the holy 
minds in this endless expanse.

All that being said, we shouldn’t draw 
too sharp of a distinction between God 
and the Holy Spirit. At different points 
in the Course, you can find all of the 
functions of the Holy Spirit ascribed to 
God. Given that the Holy Spirit is God’s 
Voice—both the Voice for God and the 
Voice of God—when He speaks, God is 
speaking through Him. The two are so 
continuous, in fact, that in one place, 
the Course says that “He [God] is…the 
Spirit Which directs my actions, offers 
me Its thoughts, and guarantees my 
safety from all pain” (W-222.1:3). There’s 
no getting around it—this passage is 
saying that God “is…the [Holy] Spirit.”

So yes, God, Who knows only the real, 
needed the Holy Spirit to communicate 
with a realm of illusion. But let’s not 
draw too hard of a line between Them, 
for God speaks to us through the Holy 
Spirit, and in some sense, God is the 
Holy Spirit.

Jane B.
Why did God create the Holy Spirit? I know He is the 

communication link, but why did God want to delegate 

that task/responsibility?

Given that the Holy Spirit is God’s 

Voice—both the Voice for God and the 

Voice of God—when He speaks, God is 

speaking through Him.
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We at the Circle have long wondered 
how much we should speak out on 
social issues. Contrary to popular 
belief, the Course does have important 
things to say about them. How could it 
not? It speaks at length about human 
relationships, and what is society but a 
collection of relationships?

Starting in 2018, we began to receive 
strong guidance that it was time to 
speak out on this level, especially 
about issues of inequality in the 
United States. Then, in the visioning 
process that we completed earlier 
this year, we decided that one of the 
Circle’s strategic initiatives would be 
to publicly address collective issues 
and news events from a Course-based 
perspective through our podcast, 
articles, and public statements.

This year brought the protests sparked 
by the death of George Floyd, which 
became such a seismic global event 
that we felt compelled to address it. 
On June 2nd, we released “A Statement 
from the Circle on Civil Unrest,” and 
then on June 12th, we released an 
article by Robert called “Should We 
Take Sides?” Both of these argued 
that taking a stand for racial equality, 
without violence and with love for all, 
was a genuine expression of Course 
teachings.

We followed this written content with 
a podcast episode called “A Course 
in Miracles’ ‘Hidden Figure.’” In it, we 
spoke with Freedom Cartwright about 
a woman in Helen Schucman’s life, a 
black maid named Idabel, who was so 
important in Helen’s spiritual journey 

Circle Mailbox

What is Circle Mailbox?

Circle Mailbox is a place for 
feedback and suggestions on 
our programming and offerings. 
In this section, we will include 
comments on our articles, 
programs, publications, and 
website. We love hearing from 
you and sharing your thoughts 
with our readers. Please send 
your correspondence to janet@
circleofa.org. If your comments 
are included in this section, we 
will also list your first name and 
last initial unless you specifically 
request otherwise. 
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that, according to Helen’s husband 
Louis, she gave Helen “her religious 
foundation.” This meant that black 
religious culture played an important 
part in the story of the Course.

We expected a certain amount 
of pushback in response to these 
offerings. In actuality, we received only 
a small amount of negative feedback, 
mostly saying that the Course does 
not speak to political issues, that it 
does not acknowledge differences 
in skin color, and that anti-black 
racism does not exist in America. The 
following message is reflective of these 
responses, and so we will address it 
below.

We come to the Circle of Atonement 
for A Course in Miracles, spiritual 
lessons to help us on our path with 
daily life, not for political lessons, 
activism, or the status quo society 
discourse.

I do hope you will continue to teach 
Course lessons and not become an 
activist for the current news. The 
news is so divisive, opinionated, 
and biased, and it all seems to lack 
intelligent, educated, expansive, deep, 
provocative thought. It is us versus 
them everywhere.

I come to you for the Course. To 
learn the Course and experience 
some freedom. Otherwise, there is 
NOWHERE we cannot turn to hear the 
leading politics of the day or get away 
from what is going on in the world.

Thank you for listening and/or 
addressing this.

Blessings, 
Laya R.

Our response is that the Course 
most definitely does not want us to 
get away from what is going on in 

the world. It tells us that we came 
here to be the light of the world (see 
Lesson 61). It tells us to “Look about 
the world and see the suffering there” 
(W-191.10:7). It tells us that our function 
on earth is healing (T-12.IX.5:2) and 
that we should never forget our 
responsibility towards our brother (T-8.
II.8:4).

With that in mind, perhaps we can 
think of the situation this way: Imagine 
that for years someone close to you 
has looked down on you and treated 
you cruelly, and has even benefited 
financially from this, to the detriment 
of your own finances. Now imagine 
this person suddenly becomes an 
enthusiastic student of A Course in 
Miracles. What could he (we’ll use 
“he” for convenience) say to you 
that would be healing and would 
demonstrate that he truly understands 
the principles of the Course? What 
statement on his part would tell you 
that he genuinely sees you as a Son of 
God and views his treatment of you as 
a mistake? Would it be “Stop talking 
about it—you’re being so divisive”? 
Probably not. Aren’t we, as the white 
culture in America, in a similar position 
to this man?

As we said above, the vast majority 
of the feedback we’ve received on 
addressing societal issues was positive. 
The podcast about Idabel, in particular, 
drew thoughtful responses. Here are a 
few:

I just watched your interview with 
Freedom Cartwright about the Hidden 
Figure—Idabel. I am fascinated with 
this revelation and would love to 
discuss this more with Freedom.

I am a psychotherapist in private 
practice in Austin, Texas. I have been a 
student of the Course since 1985, and 
I led Course study groups for many 
years. For the past four years, I have 
stepped away from the Course as my 
primary path because I began to feel 
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increasingly uncomfortable with it. Of 
course, I still have the Course in every 
cell of my body. It hasn’t gone anywhere, 
but I began to feel stilted, held back, 
stymied by its cerebral/spiritual 
perspective. I believe the Course to be 
an inspired ideology. And it has helped 
me understand how my ego takes 
control, but in all honesty, it never did 
help much with true healing. In the last 
four years, I have brought my focus to 
soul, heart and body-work. And it has 
made all the difference to me personally 
but also to the work that I do with 
clients. Freedom’s bringing in the hidden 
role of Idabel struck an incredibly 
resonant chord with me at this time in 
my life. To me, the living spirit of Idabel 
coming in at this watershed moment 
in our national and global history is the 
missing link for me—the piece that I was 
experientially missing all these years 
from Helen’s inspired offering.

Nancy W.

I was very glad to listen to the podcast 
with Freedom Cartwright. She is a 
powerhouse and an energy field in her 
own right. What a joy to “meet” her.

The amazing story about a Course-
related black woman Idabel nurturing 
an early religious instinct in Helen is 
most inspiring to me.

Having worked as a white volunteer 
college-level teacher and prison 
chaplain for twenty-five years in Sing 
Sing prison and also in Bedford Hills 
max for women, has helped me better 
understand, respect and appreciate the 
African American community and their 
plight.

The Idabel piece seems like it would be 
a very helpful entry story, especially to 
incarcerated women.

Hans H.

I am writing to thank you, Circle 
of Atonement, Robert Perry, Emily 
Bennington, and Freedom Cartwright 
for the excellent video on the Hidden 
Figure in ACIM. Oh my gosh—I am so 
fired up about that video’s revelation! 
As an ACIM Student since 1979 AND as 
an African-American woman, I cannot 
tell you how much this information has 
inspired me to keep on keeping on!

The way the information was 
presented with such love, humility, 
and appreciation of the contribution 
Idabel/Georgia to Helen Schucman’s 
life was so truly honest and humbling.

I am so grateful for this exposé and 
spotlight to the history of ACIM. Thank 
you, thank you, thank you!

I have shared the video with others 
who are as equally inspired and are 
ready to resume a more energized 
walking of this path of light. You have 
greatly blessed us out here!

May God Continue to Bless You All, as 
you keep the faith and do the work as 
Ministers of God.

Summer R.

The living spirit of Idabel coming in at 

this watershed moment in our national 

and global history is the missing link for 

me—the piece that I was experientially 

missing all these years from Helen’s 

inspired offering.
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HELP US SHARE 
A COURSE IN 
MIRACLES WITH 
THE WORLD

With your support, we serve students—regardless of location or 
financial means—at every stage of their journey with the Course. 
Through a one-time or recurring donation, you can help us continue 
to put this mission into action. Contributions are a primary source of 
funding, which means your support is a key way we can strengthen 
and add to our range of services, while also continuing to provide 
programs and materials free of charge to those who are not able to 
pay for them. 

We gratefully accept any financial support you feel guided to offer 
towards our mission, and we commit to informing you personally of 
how your generosity is put to good use. 

To contribute to this work, 

please visit circleofa.org/donate
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August 2020

Events Calendar

MO TU WE TH FR SA SU

1 2

3
Prayer Ministry 
(Open to all) 

11a.m. – 11:30a.m. EST

4
Workbook Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

5
Text Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

6
Walking the Path  

with Mary Anne Buchowski  

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 11:45a.m. EST

7
Song of Prayer Class 
(Course Companions 

members) 
11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

8 9
Sunday Gathering 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

10
Prayer Ministry 
(Open to all) 

11a.m. – 11:30a.m. EST

11
Workbook Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

12
Text Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

13
Walking the Path  

with Mary Anne Buchowski  

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 11:45a.m. EST

14
Song of Prayer Class 
(Course Companions 

members) 
11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

15 16
Webinar Workshop: 

Guidance (Part 1) 
1 p.m. – 4 p.m. EST

Open to all but 
registration required. 

For information, 
visit circleofa.org/

guidance

17
Prayer Ministry 
(Open to all) 

11a.m. – 11:30a.m. EST

18
Workbook Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

19
Text Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

20
Walking the Path  

with Mary Anne Buchowski  

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 11:45a.m. EST

21
Song of Prayer Class 
(Course Companions 

members) 
11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

22 23
Sunday Gathering 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

24
Prayer Ministry 
(Open to all) 

11a.m. – 11:30a.m. EST

25
Workbook Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

26
Text Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

27
Walking the Path  

with Mary Anne Buchowski  

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 11:45a.m. EST

28
Song of Prayer Class 
(Course Companions 

members) 
11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

29 30

31
Prayer Ministry 
(Open to all) 

11a.m. – 11:30a.m. EST

The Light in you is what the universe longs to 

behold. All living things are still before you, for they 

recognize Who walks with you.
W-156.5:1-2

For information on how to join the Circle’s Monday Prayer Ministry Gatherings, please visit circleofa.org/prayer-ministry.  
For information on how to join Course Companions, please visit coursecompanions.com. 29

A BETTER WAY

http://circleofa.org/guidance
http://circleofa.org/prayer-ministry
http://coursecompanions.com


September 2020
MO TU WE TH FR SA SU

1
Workbook Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

2
Text Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

3
Walking the Path  

with Mary Anne Buchowski  

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 11:45a.m. EST

4
Song of Prayer Class 
(Course Companions 

members) 
11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

5 6
Webinar Workshop: 
Guidance (Part 2) 
1 p.m. – 4 p.m. EST

Open to all but 
registration required. 

For information, 
visit circleofa.org/

guidance

7
Prayer Ministry 
(Open to all) 

11a.m. – 11:30a.m. EST

8
Workbook Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

9
Text Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

10
Walking the Path  

with Mary Anne Buchowski  

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 11:45a.m. EST

11
Song of Prayer Class 
(Course Companions 

members) 
11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

12 13
Sunday Gathering 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

14
Prayer Ministry 
(Open to all) 

11a.m. – 11:30a.m. EST

15
Workbook Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

16
Text Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

17
Walking the Path  

with Mary Anne Buchowski  

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 11:45a.m. EST

18
Song of Prayer Class 
(Course Companions 

members) 
11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

19 20

21
Prayer Ministry 
(Open to all) 

11a.m. – 11:30a.m. EST

22
Workbook Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

23
Text Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

24
Walking the Path  

with Mary Anne Buchowski  

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 11:45a.m. EST

25
Song of Prayer Class 
(Course Companions 

members) 
11a.m. – 12p.m. Eastern

26 27
Sunday Gathering 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

28
Prayer Ministry 
(Open to all) 

11a.m. – 11:30a.m. EST

29
Workbook Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

30
Text Class 

(Course Companions 
members) 

11a.m. – 12p.m. EST

Events Calendar

You rest within the peace of God today, and call 

upon your brothers from your rest to draw them to 

their rest along with you.
W-109.9:1

For information on how to join the Circle’s Monday Prayer Ministry Gatherings, please visit circleofa.org/prayer-ministry.  
For information on how to join Course Companions, please visit coursecompanions.com. 30
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THE SOCIAL 
VISION OF A 
COURSE IN 
MIRACLES

Learn how we can use our 
own lives to become an 
“oasis in the desert” and 
achieve Jesus’ vision of 
social change.

A COURSE IN 
MIRACLES’ 
“HIDDEN 
FIGURE”

The movie Hidden 
Figures captured the 
story of black women 
whose contributions 
were not widely known 
until recently. A Course 
in Miracles has its own 
“hidden figure” you’ll 
discover in this fascinating 
episode with guest 
Freedom Cartwright.

HEALING 
CHILDHOOD 
WOUNDS 

Given how persistent 
and formative childhood 
wounds can be, 
unearthing them can seem 
to be the way to explain 
who we are now. The early 
dictation of the Course 
addressed this issue at 
some length, as it turns 
outs, and the perspective 
that emerges is one that 
you might find surprising. 

THE POWER 
OF WORDS IN 
A COURSE IN 
MIRACLES

To a significant degree, 
the Course is resting 
the achievement of its 
goals on our repeating 
of its words. Learn why 
this is the Course’s main 
practice, and how to claim 
the gift that its words 
contain for us.

Exploring A Course in Miracles is a podcast 
that offers in-depth conversations on 
Course-related topics from Circle of 

Atonement founder Robert Perry and 
executive director Emily Bennington. Below 

you will find a listing of recent episodes. 

To listen or watch 

Exploring A Course 

in Miracles, please 

visit circleofa.org/

podcast or iTunes. 
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We offer dozens of products to enhance your Course practice. Shop for yourself or send as a gift.

Title Author Price

A Course In Miracles Complete and Annotated Edition (ACIM C&AE) Perry $39.95

A Workbook Companion Vol. I, 2nd edition Watson & Perry $24.95

A Workbook Companion Vol. II, 2nd edition Watson & Perry $24.95

Glossary of Terms from ACIM Perry $12.95

How Can We Forgive Murderers? And Other Answers to Questions 
about ACIM

Mackie $15.00

Let Me Remember You: God in ACIM Perry & Watson $10.00

One Course, Two Visions: A Comparison of the Teachings of the Circle 
of Atonement and Ken Wapnick on ACIM

Perry, Mackie & 
Watson

$15.95

Path of Light: Stepping into Peace with ACIM Perry $21.95

Reality & Illusion: An Overview of Course Metaphysics Perry $14.95

Relationships as a Spiritual Journey: From Specialness to Holiness Perry $11.00

Return to the Heart of God: The Practical Philosophy of ACIM Perry $21.95

The Answer Is a Miracle Perry & Watson $10.98

Bringing the Course to Life: How to Unlock the Meaning of A Course in 
Miracles for Yourself

Perry & Watson $12.00

The Illuminated Text Volumes 1 through 7: Commentaries to Deepen 
Your Connection with ACIM

Perry & Mackie $16.95 
each

Everything You Always Wanted to Know about Judgment but Were 
Too Busy Doing It to Notice

Perry & Watson $8.00

Seeing the Bible Differently: How ACIM views the Bible Watson $6.00

The Certainty of Salvation Perry & Watson $5.00

The Journey Home Watson $8.50

New Student Bundle: ACIM C&AE, Glossary of Terms, Workbook 
Companion Volumes 1 & 2

Watson & Perry $82.24

Workbook Companion Bundle: Workbook Companion Volumes 1 & 2 Watson & Perry $40.00

Illuminated Text Bundle: Illuminated Text Volumes 1 – 7 Perry & Mackie $88.99

Bookstore Items
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